The MARYs in the New Testament

The Three Single Marys
- Part 1
Intro. 
The name Mary occurs 54 times in 46 verses or 51 passages of the New Testament. 


The Old Testament Miriam is its equivalent. It occurs 15 times in 13 verses.


There are at least six women by the name of Mary in the New Testament as follows: 

(I) Mary Magdalene – she Followed Jesus.
(II) Mary of Bethany – she sat at the Feet of Jesus.
(III) Mary of Rome – she laboured until Fatigued in Jesus.
(IV) Mary, the mother of Jesus.
} See Part II –
(V) Mary, the mother of James and Joses.
} The Three Mothers
(VI) Mary, the mother of Mark.
} named Mary
(VII) And other “MARYs” - various papers have been written to identify them.


For our purpose, we shall only discuss six women named Mary in the New Testament. 


Three were identified as mothers and three were not.

I. Mary of Magdala Who Followed Jesus.
Mt. 27:56, 61; 28:1


A. She had a Past.

1. She had a history – when she was possessed by seven demons.
Lk. 8:2b, NIV

Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out.

2. But her life became a testimony when she possessed Jesus.
Lk. 8:2a


She was among certain women, who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities.
 


She then became the Woman among Women.
Lk. 8:2, 3

a. She was the “Female” among Females – her name mentioned more often than most – 11 times in 11 verses.
b. She was the First-mentioned among the list of women Followers.



Mt. 27:56, 61; 28:1; Mk. 15:40, 47; Mk. 16:1; Mk. 16:9.

c. She was among the “Many” who joined the Lord’s company during His Galilean Ministry.
Mt. 27:55, 56


Many women...followed Jesus from Galilee…among (them) Mary Magdalene. 

d. She was with them who Ministered Materially unto Him of their substance. 
Lk. 8:3, NIV

These women were helping to support them out of their own means.


Lesson: 
The Lord ministered unto them spiritually and they ministered unto the Lord physically.


Today the Lord is not present physically for us to minister to Him materially, 


but we can still do so by ministering to others of His children and servants in need.
Cf. Mt. 25:42-45 
B. She had a Programme.

1. She Followed her Lord behind the scene and was Faithful to the end.
Mt. 27:55, 56

a. She joined the Lord’s company at Galilee – followed Jesus from Galilee
Mt. 27:55

b. Nothing was heard of her ministry after that except she ministered unto Him.
Lk. 8:3

c. Then she reappeared to witness the crucifixion scene at Calvary.
Mt. 27:56 cf. Lk. 23:33

2. When the disciples Fled in Face of danger, she Waited behind to Watch.

a. She Watched when Jesus was crucified, died and was buried.
Mt 27:61; Mk 15:40


She was among the last at the cross. 
i. She was at the cross Watching afar off.
Mt. 27:55, 56; Mk. 15:40

ii. Later she and others Went near the cross.
Jn. 19:25

iii. She and the other women Waited at the sepulchre.
Mt. 27:61; Mk. 15:47

b. She Waited for Sabbath to be over.
Mk. 16:1



When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene…bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body.

c. She Went to the Sepulchre as soon as it was light.
Mk. 16:2



She was among the first at the tomb.
Lk. 24:1-3

d. She and other Women Witnessed what happened at the empty tomb.
Mt. 28:1f; Mk. 16:1f; Jn. 20:1

e. She Wept when she found her Lord not there.
Jn. 20:11

C. She was Privileged – She was the first to see Jesus after His resurrection.

Jn. 20:14-16
1. Mary Recognised the Voice of Jesus and Responded: Rabboni! (which means Teacher), NIV

2. Cf. Thomas Recognised the Visage of Jesus and Responded: My Lord and my God. Jn. 20:27, 28 


Lesson:
Mary Magdalene had a History, but her life became a Testimony of quiet Material Ministry to her Lord.



She was the last to leave her Lord and the first to meet Him after His resurrection.

II. Mary of Bethany – she was at the Feet of Jesus
Lk. 10:39; Jn. 11:32; Jn. 12:3

Mary is mentioned only 3 times in the Gospels and on all these occasions Mary was at the Feet of Jesus.

A. She was at the Feet of Jesus to learn from His Word.
Lk. 10:38-42 (39)

Two Sisters with two different Stances – Mary would Sit at Jesus’ Feet but Martha would Serve Jesus Food!

Sitting is a Position of Communing and a Posture of Learning.


At the Feet Honours the Person at whose feet the other is sitting and Humbles the one sitting.
1. Martha Criticised Mary for sitting at the Feet of Jesus, but Mary …
a. Was seizing her Opportunity
- She made use of Christ’s visit.
10: 38 –39


b. Was choosing her Priority
- Sitting at His feet rather than Serving at the table.  
10: 42
c. Knew the Necessity
- “One thing is needful” 

10: 42

2. The Lord Commended Mary for sitting at His feet. He said that what Mary did…
a. Was Needful
- Needs ct. Wants; Serving or Sitting at His feet?
10:42


Martha wanted to Serve, but what she needed was to Sit at Jesus feet. 
b. Was a Better Part
- Better cf. Good – Mary has chosen what is better. 
10:42, NIV
i. It would be Good – Serving; but bad, when serving under Stress. 
10: 40, 41
ii. It was Better: Sitting as a Student at His feet to Study.


Cf. Paul – …brought up…at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught …the law of the fathers.
Acts 22:3
c. Was not to be taken from her 
- Sitting to Seek His Will or Serving under Self-will? 
10:41, 42
i. Sitting at His feet to Seek His Will will inevitably lead to Service.

ii. Serving Stressfully on one’s feet under Self-will may not lead to Sitting at His feet.

B. She was at the Feet of Jesus as she Wept for her brother.
Jn. 11:1, 20, 28-36 (32)
1. Consider the Acts of Mary.

a. She Waited in Calmness
- She Abided by her Lord’s timing.
11:20


b. She Went when Called.
- She Acted when she was sure.
11:28, 29
i. The Lord sent for her personally.


11:28

ii. Mary went immediately.



11:29

iii. Mary bent down at His feet reverently.


11:32


c. She Wept and Cast her burden on Him.


11:32, NIV


i. She Acknowledged her Lord’s Power.

– Lord, if you had been here
ii. Though she Asked the use of His Presence now.
– my brother had not died.
iii. Soon she would see and Accept God’s Purpose.

11:4, NIV


This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it
2. Contrast the Attitudes of Mary and Martha.

a. Mary Left her burden with Jesus.
11:32  

Ct. Martha – she “knew” too much. 11:21, 22

b. Mary Looked up to Jesus.


Having fallen at His feet, the only way 

Ct. Martha – she “looked down” too much. 11:39


to look at Jesus was to look up.
She was too practical and ‘down-to-earth’.


c. Mary Listened to Jesus.


She was silent after coming to Jesus.  11:39ff 

Ct. Martha - she talked too much. 11:21, 22, 24, 27, 38, 39

C. She was at the Feet of Jesus to Worship and anoint Him.
Jn. 12:2-9 (3)
· She had an Exclusive Reverence for Him and gave Him her Best at His feet.   
1. The Welcome.


12:2

a. The Absence of such.
There was none to wipe His feet! 
Ct. Jn. 13:4, 5

i. Martha Served.
There was none to do the one thing needful 
12:2 cf. Lk. 10:40-42

ii. Lazarus and others Sat.
At the table, not at His feet 
12:2
b. The Approach and Act.
Mary approached with a gift.
12:3
i. The Anointing
Mary did the one thing needful
12:3
ii. The Adoring of His Attributes.
Anointing was only for the Priest, Prophet and King.
12:3
iii. The Anticipation.
Mary understood the Lord, others did not. 
12:7cf. Mt. 16:21

2. The Wasting?



Mt. 26:8, 9; Mk. 14:4, 5; Jn. 12:4-6
a. The Indignation.
Why was not this ointment sold for 300 pence, and given to the poor? 12:4-6
i. Some thought it a waste.
Is Waiting on the Lord a waste?
ii. Judas asked why it was wasted.
Is Worshipping the Lord a waste?

b. The Pretension.
- Championing the Community?  


- This he said, not that he cared for the poor.
12:5

c. The Motivation
- Not that Judas Cared for them!


- he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein. 
12:5, 6
3. The Worship
It was Worship at its Best.
a. Mary Ascribed her Best to Her Lord.



12:3, 5



i. She gave that which Cost her.
The perfume was worth a year's wages.
12: 3, NIV
· He was worth more than Money.



12:5

· He was no ordinary Man: 
Christ = the Anointed; He is Priest, Prophet and King.

ii. She gave her “Crown” to Him.

Cf. I Cor. 11:15  (hair = glory); Rev. 4:10f

· She Applied her Hair to His feet!

Cf. I Cor. 11:15, 7

· She Anointed Christ from Head to Foot.
Jn. 12:3 cf. Mt. 26:7

· She Acclaimed and Addressed Christ “Lord”. 
Jn. 11:32, 34

iii. She gave, in spite of Criticism.

Christ said…Let her alone.  
12:7, KJV


· Again, she did what was Needful.

· Again, she chose the Better part.

· Again, what she did was not to be taken away.
Leave her alone.  
12:7, NIV

In fact, the world would remember her always.

Mk. 14:9

b. Mary Anticipated His Burial.


Jn. 12:3 cf. Mk. 16:1 



How did she anticipate the death and burial of Christ?


i. She Listened and Learned well at the Lord’s feet.

ii. She Believed Christ’s prediction that He would die, be buried and rise again pm the third day. 

She Behaved in the light of her Belief (Faith);

While none of those who Heard Him earlier Heeded Him, except Mary

Mt. 16:21

 Conclusion: 
Mary was a woman Highly Honoured of the Lord


Mk. 14:9


 because she was Humble enough to be at JESUS’ FEET!

Cf. The Teaching of Jn. 13 and Phil. 2:5-11

Thus, Mary was at the Feet of Jesus

(1). To listen to His Word 
– She found at His feet her Blessing.
Lk. 10:39


(2). To pour out her Woes 
– She brought to His feet her Burden.
Jn. 11:32


(3). To anoint Him in Worship 
– She gave at His feet her Best.
Jn. 12:3


III. Mary of Rome Laboured until Fatigued in Jesus –  
Rom. 16:6, 12

Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on us.
A. She was Ambiguous in her Labour.

1. She Laboured in the Lord 
– who bestowed much labour.

Rom. 16:6 cf. 12

a. It was Ambiguous 
– She just Laboured! Labour is kopiao = to work hard, labour, toil 

b. But it must have been Aimed at the Lord! 

Cf. Rom. 16:12 

i. Cf. Tryphena and Tryphosa 
– those women who work hard in the Lord.


ii. Cf. my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord.
2. She laboured until she Felt Fatigue
– Labour is kopiao = to feel fatigue

B. She was Magnanimous in her Love
– Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on us.

1. She Laboured and Lived for others
– bestowed much labour on us.
KJV

2. She Lived and Laboured with others:
– Greet Mary, who has worked very hard among you. 
NRSV

Three others toiled equally hard with her, viz.


a. Tryphena (=luxurious)
} – those women who work hard in the Lord.
NIV
b. Tryphosa [= luxuriating)
}    Some believe they were sisters, possibly even twins.

c. Persis (lit., the one loved) 
 – another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord  NIV
C. She was Anonymous in her Life 
– just Mary! Nothing else is known of her.

She was just one of the MARYs in the Bible – As unknown, and yet well known.
II Cor. 6:9


I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world,

this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.
Mk. 14:9
Lesson: Mary toiled until fatigued in which particular area, it is not stated. But she did it all in, for and unto the Lord.
Summary – Three Single MARYs, but what an impact they left behind on the lives of others!
